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BUSINESS RECORDER

125 demands for grants approved: NA rejects over 200 cut motions
ISLAMABAD: The National Assembly on Sunday approved 125 demands for grants exceeding
Rs4.40 trillion for various ministries and divisions, while rejecting more than 200 cut motions
moved by opposition lawmakers, in a move to secure funding for government expenditure
through the financial year ending June 30, 2027.

NA body told: Many amendments incorporated in Finance Bill
ISLAMABAD: Major amendments have been proposed in the Finance Bill 2026 to incorporate

key recommendations of the National Assembly and Senate Standing Committees on Finance
including reduction in import duties and taxes on mobile phones valuing USD31-USD200.

NA body approves key safeguards

ISLAMABAD: The National Assembly Standing Committee on Finance approved a number of
key amendments including strengthened legal safeguard providing that no freezing order
against property held by a third party may be issued unless the Special Judge records written
reasons and affords the affected person an opportunity of being heard,

PM forms high-level body on Telecom Reorganisation Bill
ISLAMABAD: Amid mounting political scrutiny and public concern over property rights, Prime

Minister Shehbaz Sharif on Sunday ordered the formation of a high-level committee to urgently
review controversial provisions of the Telecom-munication Reorganisation (Amendment) Bill,
2026, particularly clauses governing right-of-way access for telecom infrastructure.

Govt set to hand over PIA to new owners by month-end

ISLAMABAD: The government is set to hand over Pakistan International Airlines (PIA) to its
new owners by the end of the current month, as all remaining codal formalities and
documentation have been completed.

Marginal gain
KARACHI: The Pakistani rupee continued to post marginal gain against the US dollar,

appreciating 0.03 percent in the inter-bank market during the previous week. The local unit
closed the week at 278.25, a gain of Re0.07 against 278.32 it had closed the earlier week.

DAWN NEWSPAPER

PIA to be handed over to new owners this month

e All local, international regulatory approvals completed, adviser says e Islamabad airport
privatisation planned during FY27 e Karachi, Lahore airport outsourcing process to begin
immediately e Five Discos targeted for sale or concession
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Punjab misses cotton cultivation target by 18pc

LAHORE: Punjab has recorded a sharp decline in cotton cultivation during the current cotton
year 2026-27, missing the provincial target by 18 per cent and raising fears of higher cotton
and edible oil imports in the coming months.

Normal speed limits reinstated on motorways, highways

ISLAMABAD: The government on Sunday withdrew its decision to temporarily reduce speed
limits on motorways and national highways, restoring the previously prescribed limits. The
speed limit for cars and light transport vehicles (LTVs) on motorways has been restored to
120km per hour,

THE NEWS INTERNATIONAL

NA panel finalises key recommendations on Finance Bill 2026
ISLAMABAD: The National Assembly’s Standing Committee on Finance has finalised its key

recommendations on Finance Bill 2026-27, including slashing import duties on mobile phones
valued at $31 to $200, extending sales tax exemption to all airlines from July 1, 2027 and
changing special excise duty on luxury and Electric Vehicles (EVs).

Pakistan receives 7th LNG cargo today since ME tensions
ISLAMABAD: Pakistan is set to receive on Monday (today) its seventh LNG cargo since regional

tensions intensified following the Iran-US conflict, as the country continues efforts to secure
adequate gas supplies.

TRIBUNE NEWSPAPER

Incentives alone won't fix Pakistan's exports

KARACHI: The current fiscal year has been marked by significant strain on the external
account, driven in large part by the US-Iran conflict and its spillovers into capital flows and
sovereign spreads.

Transport strike called off

KARACHI: For four days, Karachi's roads echoed with absence. Office workers scrambled for
costly alternatives, students struggled to reach universities and bus stops overflowed with
stranded commuters.
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